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_A-

abide by - cornawartbca U NogYNHATLCA
A basketball player may know he did not foul, but he must abide by the referee's decision.

about to do something - 6biTb roToBBIM YTO-NMOO caenatb.
She was about to leave when the phone rang.

absent-minded - paccesaHHbIN.
My grandfather is very absent-minded and often forgets his key.

act one's age - fenatb TO, YTO MNOAU OXUOAT OT YenoBeka TBOEro Bo3pacTa.
Mr. O'Brien was playing tag with the children at the party. Then Mrs. O'Brien said, "Henry! Act your age!"
and he stopped.

act up - ckaHganuTb, BbikMAbIBaTb HOMEpPA; NasicHNU4aTb.
| could hear Jonathan acting up downstairs.

ahead of time - paHo.
We started the meeting ahead of time so we could go home early.

all at once - Bapyr, BHe3anHo, HeoXXmMaaHHo.
All at once the fire alarm rang so we had to leave the building.

all in all - B utore, B kOHEYHOM cyeTe.
We had a few problems but all in all the meeting was successful.

as luck would have it - To, 4TO Npon3oLWLNO; CTEYEHNE OOCTOATENLCTB; K CHACTbIO UMW HECHYACTLIO.
As luck would have it, no one was in the building when the explosion occurred.

at a loss - "6e3 noHATMA"; 03aga4YeHHbIN.
When Don missed the last bus, he was at a loss to know what to do.

at heart - B ocCHOBHOM, MO cyLlecTBy, B rmy6buHe gywiw.
She is a very nice person at heart although many people dislike her.

at odds with - He B nagax.
The neighbors were at odds with each other.

at someone's beck and call - B NTOCTOAHHOW FOTOBHOCTW YCIYXXWUTb KOMY-1n6o0.
His eldest daughter is always at his beck and call when he spends an evening at home.

-B-

be at cross purposes - genatb 4TO-11. Hanepekop (He HamepeHHO, a u3-3a B3aMMHOr0 HEMOHUMAaHWUS).
They are at cross purposes and are always arguing about what to do.

be left holding the bag - octatbcsa ¢ Hocom.

Be careful, don't let yourself be left holding the bag.

be up to something - yyBcTBOBaTL HEQOCTATOK CUM (3HaHWUI), YTOOLI caenaTb YTO-NMBO.
Are we up to meeting the delegation from Moscow and speaking Russian to them?
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beaten path - ycTosiBLIeeca HanpaBneHne 4eiCTBUN.
If we always follow the beaten path, we'll never have the courage to try something new.

become of - cnyyaTbCs, nponcxoanTs.
What will become of the children, now that both parents are in jail?

beef about - >xanoBaTbcsa Ha YTO-NNGO.
Stop beefing about your job, Jack. You could have done a lot worse!

birds of a feather - ogHoro nons sropa.
Oliver and Alain were birds of a feather.

blue in the face - pazgyxapuBLumncs, BO30yXOEHHbIN.
He argued with the supervisor until he was blue in the face.

-C-

cast down - yapyyYeHHbI; pacCTPOEHbI; NeYanbHbIN.
Mary was cast down at the news of her uncle's death.

cave in- obBanuBaTbCs; yCTynaTb, COaBaTbCs.
I thought he could face his opponent and not cave in so easily, but | was disappointed.

chance it - nronpoObIBaTh; PUCKHYTb.
"Should we take the boat out in such stormy weather?" Jim asked. "We can chance it," Tony replied. "We
have enough experience."

cheek by jowl - pagom, 60k 0 60K, MOKOTb K JTOKTHO.
The boxes were placed in the room cheek by jowl and nothing else could fit in.

child's play - gencreue, He TpebytoLlee ycunui.
Mary's work as a volunteer social worker is so agreeable to her that she thinks of it as child's play.

close at hand - noa pykon.
If you need help we are always close at hand.

cold comfort - T0, 4TO 3acTaBnsAeT YyBCTBOBATL CcebS elle Xyxe, koraa Tebe nnoxo.
Mary spent her vacation sick in bed and Jane's letter about her trip was cold comfort.

come about - crniyyatbcs, nponcxoauTsb.
When John woke up he was in the hospital, but he didn't know how that had come about.

come rain or shine - 4yTo 6bl HM Criy4Unocs.
Come rain or shine, Fanny will always visit her mother on Sunday.

confuse the issue - HanyckaTb TymaHy.
Don't even try to confuse the issue, nothing will come out of it.

cook one's goose - pa3pywume YbU-ubo Hadex0bl, OxuOaHUs;, Haspedumkb.
She cooked John's goose by reporting what she knew to the police.

cop-out - yKITOHeHUE 0m KOHGIUKMO8; 0mao8opKa (00bIK. Xarkasl), Henerbil rnpedroe.
Come on, Jim, that's a cheap cop-out, and | don't believe a word of it!

cost a pretty penny - 0600much 8 KOreeukxy.
Your divorce will cost you a pretty penny.
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crying shame - sonurouwjasi Hecripagednugocme.
It is a crying shame that the children should be separated from one another because of their parents
divorce.

’

cut loose - oceobodumscsi, bpocumes Ymo-nubo, pazopsams Cesi3u.
The painter cut himself loose from family responsibilities, and went to live on a tropical island.

-D-

date back - 0603HaunTL Nepuog B NpoLUIOM.
My ancestors date back to the sixteenth century.

day in and day out - perynsipHo, NOCTOsIHHO, U30 OHS B [AEHb.
He goes to that restaurant day in and day out and never gets tired of it.

dead duck - 6e3HagexHas cuTyaumsi, DOXIIbIA HOMEp.
He is a dead duck and has no hope of recovering his former position.

die down - yBaaaThb, racHyTb, 3aTyxaTb.
When the sound of the music finally died down we were able to get to sleep.

do justice to - penatb 4O6pPOCOBECTHO; Kak cneayer.
Barbara had so many things to do that she could not do justice to her lessons.

do time - cugeTb B TIOpbME.
He was doing time when | first heard about him.

down the drain - 6e3 nonk3abl, 6€3 TONKy; KOTy Nof XBOCT.
Our plans to go swimming went down the drain when it rained.

draw back - oTcTynaTtb, caaBaTb No3uUMK; BbIXOAUTb U3 Aena.
The firm drew back from its agreement and wanted to talk about a new contract.

-E-

ease off - ctatb MeHee HanpsiKeHHbIM, ocnabnaTe(cd), paccnabnaTbcs.
The rain should ease off before midday.

easy street - 6GnaronpusaTHble ycrnosus; 60raTcTBo.
Honestly, it's the chance of a lifetime. It would put you right on easy street.

eat one's words - 6paTb Ha3zag CBOU CroBa.
He was forced to eat his words after his boss proved that he was wrong.

eke out - 3apabatbiBaTh C TPyAOM.
He was unable to eke out a living on the farm so he sold it.
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-F-

far cry - 4To-TO OYeHb OTNNYHOE; pasHoe.
The first automobile could run, but it was a far cry from a modern car.

feather one's nest - HarpeTb pyku.
He is not going to feather his nest at our expense.

feel ill at ease with - yyBcTBOBaTHL CEOS HE B CBOEN Taperike.
| always feel ill at ease with boss, | can't say why.

flight of fancy - nonet daHtasum.
Her plan is a flight of fancy. Nothing else.

flying visit - Hegonroe nocelleHwve.
Tom came to New York for only a flying visit. We had hardly eaten lunch when he had to leave.

for days on end - o4yeHb gonro.
The American tourists tried to get used to Scottish pronunciation for days on end, but still couldn't
understand what the Scots were saying.

from the bottom of one's heart - ot uictoro cepaua.
We wished them very success in their work from the bottom of our hearts.

full of beans - B0, 3HEPrMYHLIN; B NPUMNOOHATOM HACTPOEHUN.
The football team was full of beans after winning the tournament.

fuss over nothing - MbilLMHas BO3HS.
All the preparations are just fuss over nothing. I'm sure nothing will come out of it.

-G-

gain ground - npogsuratbcs Bnepes, Aenatb ycnexu.
The toy company has been gaining ground in their effort to sell more products.

get a kick out of - nonyyate ygoBonbcTBme oT Yero-nunoo.
| think that my father got a kick out of seeing his old school friend.

get along - cnpaBnATbLCA C AEMNOM, XUTb, 06X0ANTLCA.
He is able to get along on very little money.

get chewed up - cTaHOBUTLCA 6ECMOKONHBIM.
Don't get chewed up about the new law, it won't affect you.

get down cold - xopoLLO 3anOMHUTb.
Terry got the text of his speech down cold.

get down to - HauaTb genaTtb 4TO-NMGO.
Joe wasted a lot of time before he got down to work.

get stuck - okazatbcs B gypakax.
The man got stuck when he paid six hundred dollars for that old car.

give oneself up - caaeartbcs.
The robbers gave themselves up when the police surrounded the house.
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go ape - CXoauTb C yMa, YBreYybCs.
Bill has gone ape over that new girl in the office.

go out of one's way - cTapaTbCs U30 BCeX Cu.
She went out of her way to help me when | visited her in October.

go smash - Bbinetetb B TpyOy
If I pay all my debts now and at once, I'll go smash.

go to the dogs - nontn npaxom.
Dan ruined himself, all his life went to the dogs.

-H-

hammer out - npyaymbiBaTh, M306peTaTh, NPUXOANTD K PELLEHNIO NOCHe ANNTENBHOro OOCYXAEHWS.
The union and managers were able to hammer out an agreement before midnight last night.

hand down - nepefasaTb o HacneacTBy, OCTaBMATb.
My grandmother handed down her silver jewellery to my mother.

hard-boiled - rpy6biii; ynpsiMblIii; )KECTOKWIA.
"Because you were two minutes late," my hard-boiled boss cried, "I will deduct fifteen minutes worth from
your salary!"

have a mind - 6bITb CKMOHHBIM K; BbITb PACNONOXEHHBIM K YeMy-nunbo.
If I'd thought you capable of turning on me like this, I'd never have spoken to you. I've a good mind never
to speak to you again.

have a screw loose - kpblilLia noexana.
He might have a screw loose, if he believes in all this.

have not the foggiest idea - He MeTb H1 Maneliwero npeacTaBneHus.
I have not the foggiest idea what you are talking about.

head above water - 6onbluMe TPygHOCTW, HEMPUSATHOCTW.
My brother has been having a hard time keeping his head above water since he lost his job.

hem and haw - 3aukaTbcs, 3anuHaTbCA, 3aTPYOHATLCA C OTBETOM.
He hemmed and hawed when | asked him if he knew where the missing money was.

high and dry - 6e3 cpencts, NokMHYTLIM B 6efe, ycTapeBLUMI, OTCTaBLUWA (OT BPEMEHMU U T. N.).
They left him high and dry when they moved the company to Europe.

hit the spot - nogkpenuTbCA; BOCCTaHOBUTL CUIbl; BOCNPATL AYXOM.
A cup of tea always hits the spot when you are tired.

hit town - npuexaTb B ropoa.
Give me a phone call as soon as you hit town.

hope against hope - HageaTbCcs Ha Yyo.
We all hoped against hope that he would become better.
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ill at ease - HepBHWYaTL, YyBCTBOBATL ANCKOMAOPT, He Nno cebe.
He appeared to be ill at ease during the interview.

in a big way - Ha LWMPOKyIO Hory.
His house is always full, he is so generous and does everything in a big way.
in a circle - 6e3pe3ynbTaTtHO; HecnonesHo.

He seemed to be working hard, but was just running around in circles.

in a nutshell - kopoTKo, KpaTko, CXaTo.
| tried to explain the problem to him in a nutshell but there still wasn't enough time.

in all conscience - No coBecTu roBops.
| should have thought that his charges were high enough in all conscience without his asking for any extra
money.

in cold blood - xonogHoOKpPoBHO; Ge3anocTHo.
The bandits planned to murder in cold blood all farmers in the village by the river.

in grain - no HaType (NO xapakrtepy).
He was a cowboy in grain.

in no time - ckopo, 6bicTpo.
I will have this done for you in no time and then you can go for lunch.

in short - kopouye roeops.
In short, you have to admit that you have lost his game.

-J-

jump down one's throat - BHe3anHO pa3o3nMTbLCs Ha KOro-nNunobo.
The teacher jumped down Billy's throat when Billy said he did not do his homework.

jump out of one's skin - nognpbIrHyTb (0ObIKH. OT BOCTOPra, BECENOro HaCTPOEHUsI UNWN YAUBMEHNS).
The lightning struck so close to Bill that he almost jumped out of his skin.

just in case - Ha BcsKuiA criyyan.
She dialed her own number, just in case.

K-

kill off - yHu4TOXNTB, 32aBEPLUNTL OKOHYATEMbLHO.
The president suggested a new law to Congress but many members of Congress were against the idea
and they killed it off.
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-L-

lay bare - pasobnayaTtb; OTKpbIBaTh; pasrnawlarb.
During his testimony the witness laid bare the whole story of his involvement with the accused.

level best - Bce Bo3amoxHoe.
Eric refused to stay in school although his parents did their level best to make him finish.

lift a finger - caenatb 4TO-NMOGO; NOMOYL; "yaapuTb Nanew, o nanew".
We all worked hard except Joe. He wouldn't lift a finger.

like two peas in a pod - odeHb nNoxoxue; "kak ase Kannu sogbl".
The twin sisters Eve and Agnes are like two peas in a pod.

look daggers - rHEBHO CMOTpETb; BblpaXaTb HEHaBUCTb UIN HENPUA3Hb B3rNSA0M.
Mary did not dare talk back to her father, but she looked daggers.

look in on - HaBeCTUTb KOro-nNnbo; caenaTb KOPOTKUINA BU3UT.
On his way downtown, Jim looked in on his aunt.

make a clean breast of the matter - unctocepgeyHo cosHaTbcs.
If you have stolen the money, you'd better make a clean breast of it to your father at once.

make a mental note of - HamoTaTb cebe Ha yc.
Alex made a mental note of everything he had heard in that room.

mean business - roBopuTb BCepbe3, UCKPEHHE; UMETb CEPbE3HbLIE HAMEPEHMUSI.
The boss said he would fire us if we didn't work harder and he means business.

-N-

nest egg - 4eHbIM, OTNOXEHHbIE HA YePHbIN AeHb; CyMMa, OTNOXeHHas Ans onpegeneHHomn Lenm.
| made a nice nest egg when | was working and | am now able to go to school.

nip in the bud - octaHaBnNuBaTh B Ha4ane; yHUUTOXaTb B 3apoblLLe.
The police nipped the plot in the bud.

none too - He 0YeHb; HUYYTb.
The doctor arrived none too soon as Lucy's fever was alarmingly high.

nurse a grudge - UCnbITbiBaTb HEAOBOMLCTBO, MOMHUTL 06UAY.
Mary nursed a grudge against her teacher because she thought she deserved a better grade in English.

nut case - rnynbin; cymacllegLmi YernoBek.
| am going to be a nut case if | don't go on a vacation pretty soon.

© «CnoBapb MONOM aHINIMINCKOro A3bikay, 2008
http://www.schoolife.ru
admin@schoolife.ru




-O-

once in a while - nHorga, nspeaka; Bpems OT BpeMeHuU.
We go for a picnic in the park once in a while.

once upon a time - korga-To, JaBHbIM-A4aBHO; OAHaXAbl.
Once upon a time there lived a king who had an ugly daughter.
over my dead body - uepe3 mon Tpyn.

He will never marry my daughter, it will be only over my dead body.

over one's head - Bbile Ybero-HMbyab NOHMMaHKS.
They talked advanced mathematics. It was completely over my head.

-P-

pass the buck - nepenoxutb 0TBETCTBEHHOCTb (Ha APYroro).
The foreman is always passing the buck and will never take responsibility for anything that he does.

pay dirt - nonesHas, BbirogHas Haxogka, 30110Toe AHO.
We hit pay dirt when we got the rights to distribute the new product.

put aside - oTknagbiBaTh, NpubeperaTtb; cTapaTbCA He 3amedaTtsb.
Putting aside the fact that the man has been in prison, he would seem to be a suitable worker.

queer fish - yypak.

Uncle Algernon dresses in heavy furs in the summer and short-sleeved shirts in the winter. No wonder
everyone considers him a queer fish.

-R-

rake up the past - BopownTb npotunoe.
Why rake up the past? | thought it was all over and forgotten.

ready money - Hann4Hble AeHbMN C COBON.
Frank refuses to buy things on credit, but, if he had the ready money, he would buy that lovely old house.

round up - OKpyrnsiTb (YMcna); cobvpatb B O4HOM MECTE; OKpyXaTb, MPOU3BOANTL 0OnaBy.
Dave rounded up many names for his petition.

rub out - ctupaTtb, yHU4TOXAaTh, YOUBaTh.
The gangsters rubbed out four policemen before they were caught.

rush hour - 4yac nuk.
She gazed out at the oncoming waves of the rush hour traffic.
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-S-

shot in the arm - yTo-HNOYOb BAOXHOBNSOLLEE M BOOAYLUEBSIOLLEE.
The general's appearance was a shot in the arm for the weary soldiers.

skin-deep - NOBEPXHOCTHO; HEUCKPEHHE.
Mary's friendliness with Joan is only skin-deep.

soft in the head - cna6 Ha ronosy.
Tom must be soft in the head to have believed that story.

spell out - pazbACHATL, PacTONKOBbLIBATL, YATATbL MO Coram.
The class could not understand the problem, so the teacher spelled it out for them.

stick around - cTosaTb unu xaaTb NO6GIN30CTHU.
John's father told him to stick around and they would go fishing.

-T-

take someone's word for it - Beputb Ha crnoso.
Don't take her word for it - you can see for yourself.

take the cake - npeB30oWiTK; BbINTW 3a NpeAeribl HOPMarnbHOro noBeaeHns (06bIYHO UCMONb3yeTes, YTOObI
BbIpa3uTb LLOK, BbI3BaHHbIA YbUM-NNOO MIIOXMM NOBeAEeHNEM);

David has done foolish things in the past, but | never thought he would do anything this foolish. This really
takes the cake.

take the wind out of someone's sails - pa3pywmnTb Ybn-NMGO OXMOAHUS.
| was hoping to be accepted by that university. When the rejection letter arrived, it really took the wind out
of my sails.

talk rot - HecTu B3gOP.
To says that the company is almost bankrupt. It seems to me that he is talking rot.

talk turkey - BecTn cepbesHbIn pa3roBop.
| was ready to get serious about making an offer for the car. | was ready to talk turkey.

think over - nogymaTb XOpOLLEHBLKO; Pa3MbILLINATb.
When Charles asked Betty to marry him, she asked him for time to think it over.

tit for tat - oTBeTUTL Ha AencTBUE TakMM Xe AelcTBUEM, OTNNaTUTb TEM Xe.
Mark criticizes Mary's clothes and in return she criticized his haircut. It was tit for tat.

top dog (top banana) - xo03avMH nonoxeHusi; rocrnofcTeyowWwas wunu nobeauBlias cTopoHa; 6Gocc,
BIUSITENbHBIN YENOBEK.
Who's the top dog in this outfit?

train of thought - HanpaBneHne ymo3aknoyeHns, NnocneaoBaTenbHOCTb B3aUMOCBA3aHHbIX MbICIEN.
Dianne couldn't seem to concentrate on her work. Her mind was wandering and she kept losing her train
of thought.

troubled waters - HenpuaTHOCTU, HepeLleHHbIe NPoGneMbl.
The boy has been arrested repeatedly and has been in and out of jail for months. He's deep in troubled
waters.
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turn a deaf ear - urHopmposaTtb koro-nun6éo.
The child had been whining and crying all day. Eventually his mother turned a deaf ear and ignored him.

turn over a new leaf - "HayaTb HOBYIO XMN3Hb".

The man promised the judge that he was finished with his life of crime and that he was ready to turn over
a new leaf.

turning point - kpuTU4eCcKknin MOMEHT, Koraa BblOOp JOMKEH ObITb caenaH.

Michael's heart attack was a real turning point in his life. He changed his reckless ways and began eating
better, exercising more and relaxing more.

-U-

upside down - BBEpX JHOM.
Everything was upside down in Brain's room when he came back home.

W-

walk dance on air - Hor nog coboi He 4YyBCTBOBATb.
Since Tom and Mary were engaged they have been walking on air.

weed out - yaansatb, BbluuLwaTh; OTOMpaTh.
Mother weeded out the library because there were too many books.

white lie - HEBMHHas NOXb, JTOXb BO criaceHue.
| am too busy to go to their house for dinner tonight. | will call them and tell a little white lie about having
the flu.

whole good hour - 6uTbIn yac.
Mary spent a whole good hour waiting for him to finish his conversation with his mother.

_Y-

you are the doctor - Bam 1 kapTbl B pyku (paar).
He considered the situation and proposed to get one more chance. "l guess you're the doctor," she said.

your humble servant - BaLL NOKOpHbIA cnyra
All his letters to me were signed with old-fashioned words, "your humble servant”.
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